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this way, Spain has entered the debate of whether the MENAS are part of society, as a moral community
of belonging. In fact, a large part of the regulatory framework and social intervention practices do not
consider these adolescents “our children” (Gimeno, 2013; Suárez, 2004). Santamaría (2002) observed
that most of the metaphors used in the informative treatment of immigration described a disturbing and
worrying phenomenon. Several studies in the field of youth migration have confirmed this observation
(Rosen & Crafter, 2018; Doná & Veale, 2011).

The metaphors of exile and migration use phytomorphic semantic fields (root, roots …) as well
as zoomorphic (herds, flocks …) imagery suggesting collective behaviour. Van-Dijk (2005) talks about
watery metaphors (flows, surges, avalanches …) that amplify demographic magnitudes and challenge
public powers to channel or contain these currents. Of all provenances, Arab-Muslims are the archetype
through which immigration is thought of as the antipode to cultural difference (Santamaría, 2002; Mateo,
2017). In this rhetorical context, the term “MENA” has emerged as a designation for certain migrant
minors. This term implies a positive definition (they are Moroccan and Muslim) and a negative one that
exposes two shortcomings: they are not yet of legal age and are not accompanied (Gimeno, 2013). The
second involves not knowing their previous and present relationships, as well as doubting their ability
to establish them in the future. The founding work of the IOÉ Collective (1995) on Spanish discourse
regarding foreigners identified the appearance and extension of what is irregular or “illegal” beyond the
entry procedure, generating a moral panic of administrative justification (Santamaría, 2002). Thus, the
procedure plays a role of procedural illegitimacy of mobility (Doménech, 2013; Perelló & Lacomba, 2020).

The media play a determining role in the social construct of threat and security (Horsti, 2003; Balzacq,
2005; Perelló & Lacomba, 2020). Media outlets have the ability to influence public opinion, both by
presenting a certain image of a population, and by amplifying or silencing specific voices (Horsti, 2003;
Hoekstra, 2015). Van-Dijk (2005) warns that there is a direct relationship between language and the
power exercised with it, as the discourses reproduce the cultural hegemony of elites over the subaltern
social groups.

Research works in Spain (Checa-Olmos & Arjona-Garrido, 2011; Llorent-Bedmar, 2012), Italy
(Terwal, 1996), Finland (Horsti, 2003; 2012) or Belgium (Van-Gorp, 2005) reflect this relationship. In
addition to the value that migrant receiving societies place on administrative procedures, contemporary
migration policies are also based on various economic, cultural and social paradigms. (Thorbjørnsrud &
Ustad Figenschou, 2014; Eberl et.al. 2018) among which this research highlights two that are apparently
contradictory: securitisation and humanitarianism (Perelló & Lacomba, 2020). For Bourbeau (2011),
securitisation is the process of discursive and institutional integration of a problem within the frameworks
of security, police action, control and defence. Security is a matter of survival. In this way, security is the
way for states and societies to rid themselves of threats and maintain their independence and functional
integration in the face of forces of change acknowledged as hostile. (Buzan, 2007).

On the other hand, humanitarianism differs from humanitarian discourse by the validity of the approach
of immediacy and constant emergency that is triggered in the form of exceptionality. Justice and rights are
thus replaced by charity or benevolence, which is tantamount to acting from a paternalistic standpoint
(Andersson, 2014; Ticktin, 2015). Urgency in the implementation of some reception operations entails
the decontextualisation of migratory phenomena, as they are treated as unique and unforeseen crises,
when in reality they have a long historical tradition (Ticktin, 2015). Another feature of humanitarian
discourse is the outsourcing by the State to private agents of the provision of medical and social assistance
to migrants in controlled spaces (Perelló & Lacomba, 2020). The humanitarian construct produces victims
and the security construct produces threats (Van-Gorp, 2005; Horsti, 2012), in such a way that the news
stratifies the legitimisation by the media of migrant types. It can be said that the discursive construct of
the MENAS falls into the category of “threatening social figure” that is moulded as a prototype of the
“European anti-subject” (Santamaría, 2002).

2. Material and methods
To carry out the research, a database was created, containing all the journalistic articles published

between January 1, 2017 and October 1, 2019 by the newspapers ABC, El País, El Mundo and La
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The idf allows us to reduce the weight that is given to the words most used –present in a large part of
the groups created– and increase the weight that is given to those that seem more specific to each group
(Silge & Robinson, 2019). Thus, tf and idf are combined (multiplying both quantities) in the tf-idf of a
term, which expresses the frequency of an adjusted category based on how common or exceptional its
use is within the “corpus” (ibíd.). Consequently, tf-idf helps find the most specific terms of a discourse and,
therefore, those that distinguish it from other discourses.

In the current research, tf and tf-idf was used to try to find differences between the discourses formed
by the news from one newspaper and others, as well as to observe whether in the articles in which the
acronym «MENA» is used, words different from those in the articles in which it does not appear are used.

2.2. Networks of correlations between words
The construction of correlation networks allows the visualisation of relationships betweenwords based

on their tendency to appear together within the same article (Silge & Robinson, 2019). Taking the words
that make up the corpus of documents as a unit of analysis, their degree of correlation with other words
within the same articlewas studied. Tomeasure this correlation, the correlation coefficient phi (ϕ) between
all the words in the corpus was used, calculated for any pair of words X and Y by the following formula:

All these correlations can be represented graphically by Markov chains, as networks of correlations
between words. This way, an immense network can be built, consisting of all the words in the corpus in
which the intensity of the links will vary depending on the phi between the words connected.

Filtering this network by the most frequent words4 and keeping only those moderate or higher
correlations (ϕ≥0.3) will allow us to discover networks of words that are relevant in the corpus and
that are interconnected. So, by analysing the correlations between words, clusters of terms present in
the corpus are discovered. (Silge & Robinson, 2019). In this way, different networks can be discovered
and, therefore, different discourses present within the corpus of documents. The main advantage of
this application of content analysis is that cluster discovery replaces the category construction present in
traditional content analyses (Piñuel-Raigada, 2002), which removes the main source of arbitrariness and
possible biases from the analytical process.

3. Analysis and results
3.1. Temporal evolution of publications

If we observe the evolution of the articles in which the term «MENA» is used over time, it can be seen
that, regardless of the medium, it was barely mentioned by a handful of news items during 2017 (Table
2).

However, this amount grew substantially in 2018 and continued to grow a little more for ABC and El
Mundo during 2019, while it decreased slightly in El País and La Vanguardia. However, it should be borne
in mind that only the first nine months of 2019 are included, so that year stands out above the previous
ones for which the full 12 months were compiled. Based on the number of articles published per month
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